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The Kentucky Board of Nursing is authorized by
Kentucky Revised Statutes (KRS) Chapter 314 to
regulate nurses, nursing education and practice,
promulgate regulations and to issue advisory opinions
on nursing practice, in order to assure that safe and
effective nursing care is provided by nurses to the
citizens of the Commonwealth.

The Kentucky Board of Nursing issues advisory
opinions as to what constitutes safe nursing practice.
As such, an opinion is not a regulation of the Board
and does not have the force and effect of law. It is
issued as a guideline to licensees who wish to
engage in safe nursing practice, and to facilitate the
delivery of safe, effective nursing care to the public.
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Accountability and Responsibility of Nurses

In accordance with KRS 314.021(2), nurses are responsible and accountable for making
decisions that are based upon the individuals’ educational preparation and current clinical
competence in nursing and requires licensees to practice nursing with reasonable skill and
safety. Nursing practice should be consistent with the Kentucky Nursing Laws, established

standards of practice, and be evidence-based.

Rationale for Advisory Opinion

The Board of Nursing has received inquiries regarding the role of the registered nurse in
delegating patient care services to paramedics in a hospital emergency department.
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Educational Preparation and Clinical Competency

KRS 314.021(2) states that all nurses are held responsible and accountable for making decisions
based on their individual educational preparation and current clinical competence. One method for
demonstrating educational preparation and clinical competence is through obtaining relevant
certifications within a specialty area. Another method would be to create a portfolio of training,
workshops, and continuing education that demonstrates the acquisition of additional knowledge and
clinical competency in the specialty area.

Background

KRS 311A.170 (5) permits a paramedic to be employed by a hospital to work as a licensed
paramedic in the emergency department of the hospital, subject to specific conditions. KRS
311A.170 (7)(b) states “...A paramedic shall provide patient care services under the orders of a
physician, physician assistant, advanced practice registered nurse, or as delegated by a
registered nurse...” and as per 201 KAR 20:400.

The statutes governing paramedic practice may be obtained from the Kentucky Board of
Emergency Medical Services (KBEMS), 500 Metro Street, 5th Floor, 5SE32, Frankfort, KY
40601; telephone number 866-97KBEMS; website https://kbems.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx.

Registered Nursing Practice

It is the opinion of the Board that:

Administrative regulation 201 KAR 20:400 Section 2(2) states: “A registered nurse may
delegate a task to a paramedic employed in a hospital emergency department in accordance
with KRS 311A.170 and Sections 3 and 4 of this administrative regulation.” Although
paramedics are licensed when delegating pursuant to KRS 311A.170, a nurse should be guided
by the standards outlined in 201 KAR 20:400.

Based upon the statutes governing registered nursing practice, the focus of registered nursing
practice is on the application of substantial specialized knowledge, judgment, and nursing skill in
the assessment, planning, implementation, and evaluation of nursing care. Therefore, the
registered nurse, prior to delegating a task, is responsible and accountable for:

(1) Determining the nursing care needs of the client. The nurse retains responsibility and
accountability for the nursing care of the client, including nursing assessment, planning,
evaluation, and ensuring documentation.

(2) Determining that the task to be delegated is consistent with the facility's policies; and

(3) Following written policies and procedures of the health care facilities that are consistent
with KRS Chapters 314 and 311A.170.

Nursing practice should be consistent with the Kentucky Nursing Laws, established standards of
practice, and be evidence-based.
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Triage by Paramedics

Inquiries were received requesting an opinion on the application of 201 KAR 20:400 (Delegation
of nursing tasks) to the performance of triage by paramedics in a hospital setting.

The following sections of the Kentucky Administrative Regulations (KAR) and Kentucky Revised
Statutes (KRS) apply to this question:

e 201 KAR 20:400. Delegation of nursing tasks.
https://apps.leqislature.ky.gov/law/kar/titles/201/020/400/

e KRS 311A.170 (7) Paramedics -- Permitted activities -- Employment by hospitals --
Reasonable control by employers.
https://apps.leqgislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=54516

e 902 KAR 20:016 Section 4(8) Hospitals; operations and services. Provisions of Services.
Emergency services. https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/titles/902/020/016/

In addition, the Board noted that the term “triage” has been defined to mean:

“Triage (n) the action or process of making a preliminary assessment of patients in
order to determine the urgency of their need for treatment and the nature of treatment
required” (Oxford English Dictionary, 2026).

Following discussion of these statutes and administrative regulations, the Board advised that
the process of triage by a paramedic falls under the provisions of KRS 311A.170(7)(a) and 902
KAR 20:016 Section 4(8)(b). This activity should be delineated in the emergency department's
established policies and procedures. Since the performance of triage is within the scope of
paramedic practice and is permitted under 902 KAR 20:016 Section 4(8)(b), it is an act that may
be performed under the supervision of a registered nurse but is not an act that is delegated by
the nurse. Further, a nurse is not required to meet the criteria in 201 KAR 20:400 Section 2(3)
prior to a paramedic providing triage. It was the opinion of the Board that triage, as performed
by a paramedic, does not meet the requirements of 201 KAR 20:400 Section 2(3) and 902 KAR
20:016 Section 4(8)(a)1 and 2.

Applicable Statutes From the Kentucky Nursing Laws

KRS 314.011 Definitions
Delegation
Registered Nursing Practice

KRS 314.021 Policy

KRS 314.031 Unlawful acts relating to nursing
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