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LPN Scope of Practice Brochure 

 
A brochure has been developed by the Board related to LPN Scope of Practice in Kentucky.  
Attached is a copy of the brochure that can be copied and shared with students.  This is a 
wonderful springboard for discussion for both RN and PN students related to scope.   
 
Any questions regarding the content of the brochure should be directed to Sharon Mercer, 
Practice Consultant @ sharone.mercer@ky.gov
 
NCLEX-RN Passing Standard Increased (Dec. 15, 2009) 

 
The NCSBN Board of Directors voted to raise the passing standard for the NCLEX-RN 
Examination: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CHICAGO - The National Council of State Boards 
of Nursing, Inc. (NCSBN) voted on Dec. 10, 2009, to raise the passing standard for the 
NCLEX-RN Examination (the National Council Licensure Examination for Registered Nurses). 
The new passing standard is -0.16 logits on the NCLEX-RN logistic scale, 0.05 logits higher 
than the previous standard of -0.21. The new passing standard will take effect on April 1, 2010, 
in conjunction with the 2010 NCLEX-RN Test Plan. 
 
After consideration of all available information, the NCSBN Board of Directors determined that 
safe and effective entry-level RN practice requires a greater level of knowledge, skills, and 
abilities than was required in 2007, when NCSBN implemented the current standard. The 
passing standard was increased in response to changes in U.S. health care delivery and 
nursing practice that have resulted in the greater acuity of clients seen by entry-level RNs. 
 
The Board of Directors used multiple sources of information to guide its evaluation and 
discussion regarding the change in passing standard. As part of this process, NCSBN 
convened an expert panel of nine nurses to perform a criterion-referenced standard setting 
procedure. The panel's findings supported the creation of a higher passing standard. NCSBN 
also considered the results of national surveys of nursing professionals including nursing 
educators, directors of nursing in acute care settings and administrators of long-term care 
facilities.  
 
In accordance with a motion adopted by the 1989 NCSBN Delegate Assembly, the NCSBN 
Board of Directors evaluates the passing standard for the NCLEX-RN examination every three 
years to protect the public by ensuring minimal competence for entry-level RNs. NCSBN 

mailto:sharone.mercer@ky.gov


coordinates the passing standard analysis with the three-year cycle of test plan evaluation. 
This three-year cycle was developed to keep the test plan and passing standard current. A 
PDF of the 2010 NCLEX-RN Test Plan is available free of charge from the NCSBN Web site 
https://www.ncsbn.org/2010_NCLEX_RN_TestPlan.pdf. 
 
The definition of a logit may be found on NCSBN's Web site at 
https://www.ncsbn.org/02_18_05_brief.pdf. 
 
CERTIFIED LIST- EMAIL CHANGE!!! 

 

The purpose of the Certified List is to document those individuals who have successfully 
completed all requirements for nursing programs within the state of Kentucky.  To ensure that 
the list is processed without delay, please follow the guidelines as outlined below.  Lists not 
conforming to the guidelines will be returned prior to processing—thus delaying the 
processing of the new graduates’ applications and their ability to begin work.  Review 
the form closely before submitting to avoid submitting names of persons that have not 
graduated.  When submitting this form, you are in essence functioning as the registrar—
making sure students have graduated.   
 
DETAILED NCLEX PASS RATE AND VOLUME DATA NOW AVAILABLE 

 

The testing volume and pass rates data for the NCLEX-RN and NCLEX-PN examinations are 
updated quarterly (in mid -January, April, July and October of each year).  These data are 
broken down by candidate repeater status and country of education, as well as nursing degree 
type for registered nurse (RN) candidates. The 2009 NCLEX-RN and NCLEX-PN first-time, 
U.S.-educated candidate pass rates are 88.91% and 85.89%, respectively.  Pass rates for the 
overall group, which includes repeating candidates, are lower than those of the first-time U.S.-
educated group at 75.31% for RN and 76.33% for practical nurse (PN).  
 
Detailed NCLEX pass rate and volume data since 1983 may be found in 
http://www.ncsbn.org/1237.htm.  In addition to domestic candidate volume, NCSBN also 
updates testing volume for the top five countries where first-time international candidates were 
educated.  Data from 2006 to present are available at http://www.ncsbn.org/534.htm. 

2010 NCLEX Candidate Bulletin Available On-line and Introducing 2010 
NCLEX Candidate Bulletin At-A-Glance 

 
The NCLEX Examinations department has posted the 2010 NCLEX Examination Candidate 
Bulletin on its Web site at www.ncsbn.org/1213.htm. The 2010 bulletin went into effect January 
1, 2010.  In the bulletin, candidates can find in-depth information regarding NCLEX registration 
policies and step-by-step processes that will help make their NCLEX experience as smooth as 
possible.   Additionally, the new 2010 NCLEX Examination Candidate Bulletin At-A-Glance has 
also been posted at www.ncsbn.org/1213.htm.  The Candidate Bulletin At-A-Glance provides 
NCLEX candidates with a snapshot of the procedures for taking the NCLEX examination in a 
clear and concise manner. 
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